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On the Fifth of November, 1678. 
Plalm VIL. V. 15. - 
He made a pit, and dipged it, and is fallen in- 
| ' #0- the ditth which he made. 


T is the intereſt of Mankind to' be juſt, 
and good : Rightcouſnefs' hath a, Re- 
ward, it delivers fromrdeath: a good 

man ſhall be fatisfied from, himſelf, 

though the World does. not' nach regard 

hiny, or reward him: though/he hach ha- 

- "> tredfor his $00d-will, and ts perſecuted be- 
' cauſe he mill be juſt and good; yer his in- 
ward peace and foul-contenment ſhall plen- 
A 3 tifully 


LIMMI 


2 A Dermon P2eached 


nifully recompence him, Whereas the back- 
[lider in heart hall be filled with his own ways, 
Prov. 14. 14. Every wicked man, though '©% 
ways be never ſo ſecret, and his contrivan- 
ecs never ſo ſubtle, and hs deſign carried 
on with never ſo much power and policy; 
yet lus ſucceſs ſhall not only be frutlefs, bur 
ſo croſs and contrary to Is, purpoſes and 
Pork thar he ſhall have little cau _ _ 
O -DAT \\'6 | Pls | jſt Eres 1 
this Mal AIR | FORE though he tra- 
velleth with iniquity, and conceives miſchief, 
yet he brings forth a lye : He makes a pit, and 
digs it, but he-falls into the ditch that he made. 
In the ene _we.are told. that he brings. therr 
wicked deligns. toy nought';, i the other, 
that he turns them to their own ruine and 
deſtruction. - - Pom yi; 

In the words,; with their coherence;, you 
may hind thicdenarts, : --.-:1,, 1; 4 

r, The labour of awicked man; he makes 
2 pit, and digs. it. FAR | 


2. The end of, his labour, to enſnarc ha. 
righteous, and, to Icad captive men of the 


ſoundeſt principles and greateſt integrity; 


this you _may gather from the body of 'the: 
n Plalm.. 


PllmPavid bang-ſenſible of:the enmity 
of "the wacked; provides 'for his own fafery, 
he flies unto God for. refuge ;; Verſes firſt 
and ſecond. I | 

3. There 1s the: event of his labour, he 
falls into the ditch-which' he-made. 
\ 'From the two firſt of theſe I repreſent 
chis to your con{jderation, That wicked men 
ate very induftrious, they make: 1titheir bu- 
{inefs to deſtroy the Church and People. of 
God:; they are ſaid here to dig a pit toin- 
trap them , and that's a laborious: work. 
Hence we. meet with the unjuſt Steward 
venting humſclt thus, zo beg I am aſham'd, and 
to ts! cannot. Tis that I'was never us'd to, 
I was neyer broughrup to x, my body wall 
not bear it. 'This was part of Adam's Curſe 
upon hus tranſgreſſion, he was to get his hi- 
ving by the ſweat of his brows, and he was 
ſent to till the ground. And though it be 
redious and painful, > Jet men are willing to 
undergo-1t, yea chuſe it, that they may 


thereby accompliſh/ their wicked \Deſigns. 
Hence David prays, deliver me from the wor- 
hers of iniquity, and ſave me from bloody men. 
The vithed 


plotteth againſt the juſt, and gnaſh- 
eth 


4 A Serine Ghetrhed [ c 
ethapes hiv: with His teeth. "Tis not. dane 
ina paſhan, that arifcth and vaniſberh-tn' a 
moment; bur 'ts. thew; delibzrare act;ithew 
work, their employ, their buſineſs: He watch- 
eth the righteous, and ſeeketh to ſlay him. 
The vickel, oppreſs him. Pſal. 17. 9, 12. Like- 
as a Lyon that is greedy of his prey, and as it 
were a young Lyon lurking in ſecret: places, 
Where the im, alludes to a hungry Ly- 
on. Now we know what an infhience hun- 
ger hath upon our felves ; our;Proverb tells 
us, It will break through Stone-Wal[s; Ib 

man ſhould-be ſubx& ro, and reftraingd 
the Laws of Nations, and of Naruge:too;; 


yet if-theſelyc n-hunger's way, they become 
_ rr. j Ares en 
daſerretl.eq. priferve; NawwetlInzhe: famine 
of Samaria'we meet with,.a Woman ſaying, 
Grve me:thy Son, that me may. eat hin to day, 
audwe' will tenti any. Son or the marrow + How 
amnanyi have tortared thar hycs, by codea- 
>> 7 vere them bawels, ' 

ory tor bicad, *- Now'it-huoger a main 
makes hun. break all Laws,” how 'tavenous 
muſt rhe beaſts bc, that haye no ſuch tyes 
upon them + how'ravenous' nut x 


on the Fifth of November. «x5 
be when greedy of his prey? Even ſuch are 
the Enemies of the Loed Id lis Church. 
And though man may at firſt wonder, that 
man ſhould be fo crucl to man, whom it 
becomes to practiſe Courteſie, and excrcile 
Civility ; yet upon ſecond thoughts we may 
be fausficd that 'tis true ; and the occaſion 
may be thus. | 

Firſt, The Corruption of his Nature: 
For though he's excellent as co his Origi- 
nal, yet being corrupted he proves worſe 
than any. Thoſe Parts and Gifts which 
ſhould be employed to the Glory of his Ma- 
ker, and the working his own falvat- 
on, are turn'd to his Dihonour, and his 
own Eternal Ruine. It happens many 
times, that Scholars and men of great 
Learning have broach'd the greateſt Er- 
rours. Thus man, though he hath more 
advantage than any other Creature, and 
might ſupport his Nature better, yet 
ind all ks feng to its ſubyerſi- 
on, and ſhews his Wit and Knowledge in 
thas only, that he can be more cruel than 
any other Creature. 


B But 
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But the occaſion of wicked mens hating 
the Church and People of God, 'may pro- 


2] ceed, 


Secondly, From the cnnuty that 1s be- 
rween them : There 1s an irreconcilable 
hatred between the Seed of the Woman and 
the Seed of the Serpent ; becauſe the one 
muſt break the others head, therefore the 
other will bruife his heel, Ger. 3. 15. The 
enmity 1s natural, *is hereditary. 

Or if this be not the occaſion, the oppo- 
{tion may proceed, 

Thirdly, From the vaſt difterence that-1s 
between them in their Cuſtoms and Habies, 
m their Manners and Mode of _ living; 
Wherefore did Cain hate his Brother, bur 
becauſe his own Works were evil, and his Bro- 
thers righteous ? What ſhould we do, ſay 
they, with theſe men that arc ſo much for 
Law and Goſpel? they are but Enemies to 
Nature, and ther butineſs 1s: to rob us of 
thoſe Priviledges that we are born to; Man 
1s a free agent, why ſhould he be ſtinted? 
faysthe Libertine, let him gratific his gemus 
to the full , wherefore were. the Creatures 
made, it not to bc uſed > Why for us, if 

: | WC 
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- \ve-may not uſexhem as we pleaſe? Am not 


I, fays another, Maſter of my own body? 
Am not I Lard of my felt ? what can Ilſe 
call mine? Let's, ſays a third, have Gods of 
our own making, that we may worſhip 
chem: they being in our eyes may be fanu- 
lar to us, theſe extort leſs tear, and require 
leſs obedience; when therefore any perſon 
ſhall tell theſe men, fitter termed beaſts, that 
man was-not made for himfelt, but for the 
promotion of the Glory and Honour of 
God his Maker, they are. but derided for 
their pains. If they are directed to a right 
uſc of the Creatures, and are adyiſed to 
live a holy, righteous, and godly lite, they 
are but hated for their labour. Theſe- men, 
fay they, arc not for our turn, they are men 
ot another world, they have a faſhion by 
themſelyes, they hate our ways, and there- 
fore wc mult hate them. 

Fourthly, A righteous man and a wicked 
man differ in their End, and in the Means 
about their End ; their incereſt 15 vaſtly dit- 
ferent, and this contracts the odtum : Or 
clic the enmity may proceed from this, that 


the wicked ſees the righteous more happy 
B 2 than 
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than himſelf; this begets envy. He looks | 


upon him to be his Enemy, and he's great- 
ly diſturbed to ſee him proſper. There- 
fore David prays, Gather not my ſoul with ſin- 
ners, nor my life with bloody men, in whoſe 
hands is miſchief. This was the ground of 
the Devil's quarrel with the Woman, When 
the Dragon bo he was caft unto the earth, he 
perſecuted the Woman that brought forth the 
man-child, Rev. 12.13. Thus you fce what's 
the ground of wick mens perſecuting 
the Church of God, and I hope you believe 
that they are induſtrious to work out her 
rune. 
UV S EF. 

Let us then be as induſtrious for the pre- 
ſervation of it : ſelf-preſervation 1s a Lv 
of Nature; and'to preſerve Religion in its 
_—_ and regularity we are commanded 

y the Law of God. And therefore we are 
bound to appear in open field againſt the 
common Profaners and Corrupters of it. 
What Reaſon can there be given, why we 
ſhould not be as zealous for the propa- 
gating that Religion we profeſs and belicye 
tO be true, as the Romanifts are for _ 

there 
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there is none that I can think of : but yer 
*tis not ſo. Though the Romanifts differ 
amongſt themſelves, yet they all arc as one 
man againſt the Proteſtants ; when 'tis our 
buſineſs ro fupplanc and deſtroy one ano- 
ther ; one's for Paul, another for Apollo, a 
third for Cephas, as if Chriſt could be divi- 
ded. Thus I fear, without a ſpeedy Retfor- 
mation, will be our rune: we are taught 
by an Infallible Spirit, that a Church divi- 
ded againſt it ſelf cannot ſtand long : And 

et how induſtrious are many to: make 
reaches and create differences, by making 
Worſhip to affront Worſp,, and one 
Church to joſtle out or beat down another. 
I refer it to any Man's judgment, whe- 


theror not by theſe our. Difterences have 
not been much augmented, the Proteſtanc 


| Religion loft much Ground, and the E- 


nemy prevailed much againſt us. I con- 
fefs 1 can hear ſometimes the. Pope call'd 
Antichriſt and the Whore of Babylon, but 
what does all this ſignifie ? ſtrong Argu- 
ments, wrapt up 1n Words, muſt 
impair his Cauſe; Peace, Unity, and Uni- 
formity amongſt our ſelves muſt work = 

iS 
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bus Intereſt ,- it cannot reaſonably bes ex- 
ed without 1t. But where hes. the 
ault'? that muſt not be mention'd. -I have 
bear fofnetimes thinking this was a Cauſe, 
every ' Man fo vigoroutly profecutes his 
pn Intereſt, that they care' not what 
ecomes- of the whole, or at leaſt the Pub- 
tick” coticern: is much negletted. - Or if 
this muſt not be allowed the Cauſe; may 
not I ſay, as: the King-to the Woman of 
T ekoah,”Is not: the hand.of Joab. .in:all this? 
Is 'not the” Jefints Hand: m our Dwifions 
and. Separation ? It was notable Counſel 
that was given to\Bexhadad when: he was 
routed* by the King 'of Iſrael,” viz Change 
your place, (takei the ' Kings away every Man 
out of his place, ' andl»put Captains. in their 
rooms, then ſhall "we be ſtranger than they, 
r {ſings 20.24, 25. Thus the Jeſuits know, 
chat many of their Do&trines are ſo odious, 
that they will not paſs fron-themeas they 
are; 'bur let new Men - broach the ſame 
Errours'with a fair gloſs upon them, then 

ſhall chey paſs currantly. 
As for inſtance, Their Doctrine of. In- 
tallibillity, moſt"ofi che reformation; {tart 
at 


ts hs 
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at.it;; butlet this be turn'd- into, a ſtate-of 
perfection in this life, and: be"tnanaged by 
the demure Creature, call'd a Quaker,-'then 
it ſhall ſide down glibly amongſt the com- 
mon ſort of —_ If che Jeſuits preach 
the lawtulncſs of depoſing Kings and Prin- 
ces at the Pope's pleaſure, tis cry'd down 
as Heretical an Damnable, . and very 
good reaſon for it. However, let a,man 
of _ uy , a new _ , and a 
more in , preach an ctiſe 
Rebellin => , _ = croud ome 
atcly cries. out, Curſe :ye Meros, Cuiſe hin 
bitterly, becauſe they do ne#' copab.,out{ to help 
the Lord againſt' the ' mighty. |), Though I 
always thought we were to.embtace Truth 
for 1ts own fake; 'and i hate -Errour be- 
cauſe *tis ſuch, let either of them be ma- 
naged by- what ;pekin ſoeyer : elſe we may 
be juſtly charg'd with what St. Zude ſpeaks, 
of havih men's perſons 1nadnuration be- 
cauſe of adyantage, and fo conſequent- 
ly inherit: the portion St.  Zames lays be- 
tore us, * VIZ. to commit Sin, and to be con- 
vinced of :the Law as Tranſgreſqrs, James 2. 9: 
And thus haydyye difcourſed of the former 
part - 
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part:of the- Text, :clouded, and full of 
troubles :'We come now-to the _ 
and'berter fide, long may it be ſo.” Ardiis 
fallen into the Ditch which þ made. 

Theſe words bring us to the event of 
a Wicked Man'slabour; He fell into the Ditch 
that he made. 

Note. God not only diſappoints the wick- 
edDefions of the Encmics of his Church, 
bur he turns them to their own hurt and 
detriment. hem own Plots are their own 
Plagues ; he wreſts' their Swords out of 
cher Hands, and turns them into ther 
own” Bowelsy” he ſerves all his .Enennies 
as ' Dawid\ lid. Goliah ; © he cuts off their 
Heads with their own Sword. Nothin 
hath amongſtche Heathens been account 
more juſt, than that a man fall by the 
fame means whuch he defigned hould 
be the rune of his Neighbour. It hath 
of -oid been proycd true, That evil Coun- 
{| is worſt to him chat grves mn. The 
Wicked is ſnared in the works of his own 
Hands ; the Wicked in his Pride doth per- 
ſerute the Poer, let them be taken in the De- 
veces they have imagined, Plalm 10. 2. His 
own 
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own Iniquities ſhall rake the Wicked him- 
RIF, and he ſhall be holden with che Cords 
of his Sins. Satan rhakes uſe of a Woman 
toſubyertand deſtroy the very' race of Man- 
kind; the woman tempts Adam to eat che 
forbidden Fruit, thus man falls : however, 
matt is reſtored by the Seed of che Woman 
toa titer and furer Eftate than he was in be- 
fore. ' 7oſeph's Breehrenhave adeſign rolun- 
der his Prophefics, - and to make his Dreams 
but idle things ; upon this chey fell him as 
a Captive or Slave imo Fgypt; then they 
thought he would not expe&-to be wor- 
Tipped 7 that condi- 
tion hitnfelf. However, 'this deſign cffect- 
cdwhar they endeavourc# to have prevem- 
ed; there happening # Farnin, they are tor- 
ced ro go into Fg ypt, and there bow and 
crmge to Joſeph for Bread. The Jews take 
counſclto kill Chrilt, thinkine; that if they 


Tet Hirh alone all men would believe 'on 


him, and the -Rowars worild' tome and 
= ſoon their CR Natzon. And 
thus very thing proved the means of efte&t- 
ing what "they teared; for- the: days'carric 


pon er 'that her Ehents caſts Trench 


C about 
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about her, and compaſſed her round, and 
kept her in on every fide, and laid her eyen 
with the Ground; and they left not in her 
one Stone upon. another, becauſe ſhe knew 
nor the time of her Viſitation, St, Luke 19. 


5 lus Roderick, King of Spain, to ſecure 
himſelf againſt the lawful Prince, whom 
he had depoſed, diſmounted all che ſtrong- 
holds; unburthen'd the Caſtles, difarn'd 
the people, which turn'd to his, own rwn : 
this indeed ſtrengthened him againſt Do- 
meſtick Commouons , but not Forreign 
Invaſions; os: the,Mers,- ſoon after, oycr- 
threw him,j and)in- f6w Months. conquered 
Spain; My Text tells you, They fell into 
the Ditch which they made. Thus Haman 1s 
hanged on the ſame Gallows which he had 
prepared for Mordecai. And this Text is litte- 
rally fulfilled; 3n our Ears this day. For 
thus it [happened to- theſe wicked Conſpi- 
Tators; | that 'which they deligned to have 
been the ruin of the King, the Royal 11- 
fue, 'the Nobles, the Clergy, and Gentry of 
.the Land, -was,the deſtruction of them- 
ſclyes; tor two.of them being ,drying of a 
" pound 


1- 
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pound of Powder in the Chimney-Corner, 
on a ſadden a Spark of Fire flew intoit, and 
they were miſerably battered by thezr: own 
Engin; you mighr at that:ume haye read 
their Sin in the Glaſs of their puniſhment; 
they hate a lingring death, they are far a 
ſpeedy ruine, fo ſudden a nuſchicf happens 
to themſelves. | 

= USE.L at, "46 

All which demonſtrates the Lord to be 
moſt wiſe and merciful, powerful and juſt. 

1. Moſt wiſe, The Lord is known by the 
Fudgment which he .executeth, the- wicked is 
ſnared in the work of his own hands, '- God 
wilt not loſe the Glory of any of his Attri- 
butes, -therefore God takes them: thus, that 
he may be known to be ' wiſer than the 
wiſeſt, as the Apoſtle hath expreſſed it: 9h 
the depth of\the riches both of the Wiſdom and 
Knowledge of God, how unſearchable are his 
Fudgments, and his Ways paſt, finding out ! 
He 1s faid totake the wiſe 1 their own craft- 
tineſs, when they are in the' higheſt and 
moſt ſublime Counfels: He doth not ſtay 
rill they begin ro doat, and-to.do weakly, 
and-then takes them; but he |befools them 
C 2 in 
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inthe heighth of Wit, and'/in che depth,of 
Carnal —_ hike Achitaphal; they 
give Counſel like the Oracles of God, - _ 
2, Thi demonſtratcs the Lord to | be 
moſt merciful, that will delyer hs people 
at ſuch a time:. The needy ſhall nat. always 
be forgotten, the expeftation of the poor ſhall 
not periſh for ever. He ſaveth the-poor from. 
their Sword, from .their/ mouth, and from the 
hand of the mighty ; fo the poor hath hope, 
and iniquity ſtoppeth her month, Fob 5. 15, 16, 

3. This allo vindicates his Power,; Helets 
them alone nll thar Plot comes to maturity, 
and they were upon exccuting of it, and 
then he brings all to hght andnought: "This 
does he at this timeand not before, for the 
vreater manifeſtation 'of thus Power, As 
Chrift deferr'd to come to Lazares till he 
had becn dead four days: Now ourSayiour 
did not defer to come becauſe he loved 
him not, for he wept butterly;, anforuch 
that'the Jews could ſay, See how. he Lowes 
him. Tf our Samour had rchicycd him pre- 
&ntly,. the Jews would have faid he was not 
dead, and that our Saviour had only awa- 
kencd him ont of Sleep ; but having on 

ca 
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dead four days, and beginning! to ſtink, 
then for Chriſt to raiſe him! : was for 
the Glory of the Son of God. To reſtrain 
che Siilor i his height, to crols the Coun- 
els of Wicked mien, and to ruin them by 
their own Devices, beſpeaks God-'to be ve- 


ry great. If one man g——_ 
another 'tis- through: ctrour; take 
them "by ſome advantage; te Bro 
err in their Counſels; moſt ſucceſits: qe 
men are made out of the defefts of their 
Adverfaries; bur the Lord &s able 'to''con- 
found his Enemics after the ravſt deliberate 
and great Debatcs, the <choiſelt and beſt- 
Kunded Reſolves, as the*Apoſtle' ſays, 
ON fobliſhneſs of God 7s wiler than men,” and 
the mRans of God is ſtronger ' than men, 
r Cor. :. - 3 


Laftly, This ſpeaks God' to' be” very juſt; 
thas he will _ ay the Sinner ona 
own kind , 7 he''cawſerh their riuſl 


chiefs to loht upon their 6wn head, and 
their violent dealing upon' their own pates, 
in cambling them into the: Pit they. haye 
made for others. - Thus juſtly ' was" Adont- 
bezeck tequited, thus he tells you Jinſelf, 

As 
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AsiI have daitey”' ſo God. hath requited me, 
Judges1. 73 rot obgrot Firm vo rv gfe 
mo int LOSES to wolf 5; 

2. This ſpeaks the caſe of allthe Enemies 
of. Gods Church to be very miſerable: they 
arc wiſe only to. do.evil.; they dig pits, and 
lay, ſnares, and fay who ſce them ?. Let 
ſuch know that God will not only difap- 
point them ,; but take them mn their -own 
craftineſs. | Now it's a great trouble to 
wicked ,men, that they arc prevented, and 
cannot; dg-rhat muſchet they intend to 0- 
thers. ;' but, it 1s a greater vexation, 'when 
their counſels recoil upon them, and wound 
themſelves; when their own plots and pro- 
jects promote their own rune; when their 
own actions effectthat which they had rather 
dye than liveto ſee done; when thatmuſchicf 
falls on their own hcads; which they intend- 
& for others, how doth this : yate their 
forrows;?, How will they-be able to bear it, 
to ſec ithemfelyes mee a to their 9wn.ru- 
ine: This muſt needs wound their ſouls, to 
think, they have blaſted their own Eſtates, 
blenuſhed their own, Names, run'd- their 
Poftcrity, {et firs, tgithgir,.own-Houſes with 


ther 
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cheir'own hands: this oO the. myſc+ 
ry, whena'man falls by tis own handi; (&l& 
murther is themoſt bloody of all rnurthers: 
ſurely this then mult needs be: a'great'rer- 
rour to theſe wicked Confpirators,. to think 
they had plotted and worked ſo long to de- 
{troy themſclves, for thus you;ſee it hap- 
Yxned:' They made a Pit, and-digged it, and 
fell into the Ditch which: they madec.jc) 1; .. ;- 
US &:Ihaoovitl 37-5 
Since God preſerves / his\Church, and 
turns the: Confpiracies: of wicked men tq 
their owndetriment, ruin, and deſtru&tio 
as he did this day, Let;/us return, Praiſe _ 
Glory to God; this 1s! the /buſinels ofthe 


day; *cisits proper work: If;they had had 
their Ends they would have been ſinging 


long before this, Jam ſeges eſt, ubi Troja 

fuit. © And ſhall not we rejoyce at our own 

preſervation? Bleſs then and praiſe thename 

- the: Lord; Pl cell you; for: what. and 
OW. '- i | JW NEC ven; | 

'- Firſt}/That God did-diſcayer this Plot, 

and brought their Deeds of Darkneſs to 


light; that after they had travelled with 
-miſchicf.rmany« years, . and - brought. cheir 


ſion 


20 A Servo fenrmiee : - 
n within few '/houts of 1ts Execution, 
chae cher! it ſhonkd be brought he 
Favs; *thedead tine of the Coby 
Datk Latthorn,ready: © rye up his Myne, 
was diſcovered; taken, anit that Rrangely., 
all was triraculoatly diſcovered by;a ow 
obſcute Lihts, which being brought to the 
King, he truly aecrpreted/them ;. tha Losd 
made him'#te happy Inſtrument af, thas 
Orcat deliverance, and”it'is marvellous in 
Hite Eyes.” ''Bleſs:then- that God tha blaſt- 
ed this Plor, 'and brought this: Deſign © 


(ge, deligned'to have blown up 
the Kit -—TZ. away davilifiof the 
Lords & 9! which: accurted Principle 
ahd mb{t hotrill areempc,- is contrary tothe 
Law of God, heLaw of the Nation, and to 
conmon Reaſon, 

7. TheLaw of God ſays rhus;| C oh uot 
the RKnmo,- bo 4:bt tort. ht g Curſe: nat 
—_— yy ty 1 Bedb-C Frog © Bird '6f he 

Air ſhall carry the Voice, and that which hath 
] bs all $80: ia bb [:41ter, Ecdeſ.'rp. 20. 
'The Apoſtle teacherh' us chus | Zee +20 
' Sor be frebjet 19 the hipher powers, for there is 
70 power: :Dir-of 'Gbd ; - #hoſoeyer therefore 7 
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on-the Fifth of Noyember. 21 
Yb the Power, reſiſts the Ordinance of God, and 


all receive to themſelves damnation, Rom. 1 3. 

r, 2. Letevery Soulof what rank or quality 
ſoeyer, every Soul of what faith and per- 
ſwaſion ſoever. And it follows, whoever 
reſiſts ſhall receive to himſelf damnation. In 
winch Words it's very plain, Thar it's upon 
no/ account. — lawful, echer upon 
corruption 1n principle or praftice, to re- 
bell Srainſt, —_ es to depoſe, the Su- 
preme Magiſtrate. And to confirm men 
m this Principle, I have theſe rwo things 
to- offer to their conſideration. Firſt, "as 
very remarkable, That thoſe for whom 
che Goſpel prefſeth fubjetion and obedi- 
ence, were Enemies to the Croſs of Chrift, 
umplacable Adycrfaries to Ins Perſon, Do- 
&rine, and Goyernment. Could this Do- 
&rine of ſubje&tion to wicked and Atheiſti- 
cal Princes and Emperours have been laid 
aſide, our Saviour and his Apoſtles had ca- 
ſtly avoided thoſe Perfecutions and fiery 
Tryals which they met with upon the ac- 
count of their Doctrine, and the holineſs of 
their lives. If Herefic or Corruption in 
Manners had been ſufficient Cauſe for the 
| D depoſing 


depoſing of Princes, as the Romaniſts aflert, 


you would not have had fo long, a. Roll of 
Martyrs to run over as now you have, Our 
Saviour was able to have deicnded his own 
Cauſeby his ownPower,buthow then ſhould 
the Scriptures be fulfilled. 

But farther, I deſire you to reflectupon a 
remarkable paſſage in the Goſpel, _—_— 
to this purpoſe, ."Tis in the. caſe of Herod 
the King, . When he heard thar Jeſus was 
born King of the Fews, he was troubled, 
and then no queſtion of it but agreed ypon 
his deſtruction, though "was cunmngly 
blinded with a zealous, pretence.ot. worſhip- 
ing him. Thus hepretends to the:wiſe-men'; 
Go, and ſearch diligently for the young, Child, 
and when ye have found him, come es me, 
that I may worſhip him alſo.: But the wiſe-men, 
being warnedof God that they ſbould nat return, 
they, departed, into. thetr own Country, another 
way., Now when Herod ſaw be was.mocked of 
the wiſe-men, he was exceeding wroth, and ſet 
forth and ſlew all the Children that were inBeth- 
lchem, and in all the Coaſts thereof, from two 
years old and under, according to the timewhich 
he had- diligently enquired of the, wiſe-men. 

Now 
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on the Fifth of November. 23 


Now what a miſerablecaſewas this? youcan 
conceive of little: leſs than Lamentations, 
weeping, and you mourning. Rachel weep- 
ing for her Children, and would not be comforted, 
becauſe they are not ; for what's more dear to 
4 Father ? the Father loves his Child, becauſe 
't:s his Image ; andit he hath never ſo many, 
he knows not which to part with ; for ſome 
reaſon or other heloves them all. Theretorc 
tobe deprivedof them all, and that at once, 
15a ſore affliction; 'tis too hard a ſaying, who 
tan bear it ? to be bereaved of our Children 
by the common Infirmutiesand Diſeaſes that 
attend Mankind, 1sa greatattictiontoagood 
man; for by this he's diſmembred, as a Tree 
whoſe Branches arelopt off; and by ſuch loſ- 
ſcs, whillt heltves, he ſces partof himſelfrurn 
to corruption: Buttohave themall butcher- 
cd ſobarbarouſly, and humanly murther'd. 
Poor innocentBabes! whathad they done;that 
they muſt fall by fo tatal and cruel a ſtroke? 
The thoughts of this certainly was terrible, 
and if any thing would have cxaſperated the 
pcople,andenraged the Multitude,thiswould 
have doneit; and the people, ſwelling with 
cnvy, would hayc burit mto publick ho- 

D 2 {tility 


24 - A Sermon Preached 
ſtility and open Rebellion : Bur yet this Di- 
vine ſtory acquainrs us with no ſuch thing : 


the Arrows of Divine Juſticeand Vengeance, | 


though they fly not ſo ſwift as we would 
have them, yetthey will certainly wound the 
heart of the bloody and decertulman,though 
they benotſharpenedand winged by therage 
of a mad-headed Multitude: 'tis evidently 
the deſign of the Goſpel, to preſs obedience 
to Magiſtrates, tho they were Heathens and 
Tyrants, nuch more are we obliged toobey 
Chriſtian Monarchs, thoſe that are merciful 
and good, ſuch as by the mercy of God we 
— under ; long may wedoſo,notwith- 
ſtandingall the Plots and Confpiracies of the 
Feſuitstodeſtroy theLords Anointed, which 
1s contrary, I am ſure, to the Rules of the 
Goſpel, and the Doctrineof our Saviour. 

2. Tis contrary totheLaw of the Nation, 
as you arc Subjects you are obliged to ho- 
nour and obey —_— this 18a Law of 
your own making, made by your Repre- 
ſentatives in Parliament, and ſoye are bound 
to ſtand to your own Act and Deed, cycry 
honeſt man wall be, I'm ſure, as good as his 


word, and ſtand to his pronaiſe. 
3. It's 
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on the Fifth of November. 25 


. Iscontrary to common Reaſon : This 
1s the firſt Commandment with promuſe, Ho- 
nour your Father and your Mother; we 1n our 
ſphere expect dury from our Children, and 
obcdience from our Servants ; Ihope then, 
the Father of the Country may come 1n for 
a ſhare. Thoſe Principles that own the mur- 
dering of Kings, and depoling of - Princes, 
cannot be of G4. neither canthoſe men be 
Chriſts Diſciples, thar would reduce theſe 
—_— into practice, ſeeing he came not 
to deſtroy mens lyes, butto fave them : Be- 
hold then the Villany of this days Confpira- 
cy; they would have deſtroyed theLords A- 
nointed, blownup the two Houſes of Parlia- 
ment, the Repreſentatives of the whole Na- 
tion, the Church and State too, and that at 
one blow: They would notallow the Ho- 
nourable Pcersof the Realm, theworthy and 
brave Gentry, the Pious, Learned, and Loyal 
Clergy, theleaſt time to prepare for inceker 
World: They had no reſpect tothe Souls of 
men. Bur bleſſed be God they were preyent- 
ed. Letthe Patrons of their Principles turn it 
off as well as they can, and fay 'twasonly the 
Plot of ſome unfortunate Gentlemen, we'll 
give them the hearing of it : TING 

WE 
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26 A Devxmon P2eached 


well for us they were unfortunate ; had th 

ſucceeded, they would have had greater Ti- 
tles conferr'd upon them; ſucceſs would 
havemade ſo great Villany have paſs'd for 
Virtue: Witneſs the honourandeſteem that 
Father Garnet 1s in to thus day 1n the Church 
of Rome, forthe generous attempt. madeon 
this day. If I ſhould inſtance in the horrid 
Murder commuted upon the Body of Henry 
the Third of France, you will find the Pope 
admiringand commending the Perſon and 
the Fact too, and dares betore Witneſles e- 
nough, compare it wth the miracle of our 


- Saviour's Incarnation : andhad thedefign of 


this daytakenefte&t,noqueſtionbutitwould 
haye been as'gfeat-and as genefous 1n their 
thoughts wb 7 determinations: But bleſſed 
be God.the ſnare was broken and wewere de- 
livered, they-were taken in their own crafei- 
nels. Fax could not. c{cape, who wasfo 
wickedly inſolent asto fay, hadhe beenwith- 
in the houſe, ashewas without; hewouldnot 
have failed to have blown them up, houſe 
and all. Burt bleſſed be God hewas appre- 
hended.and the reſt either ſlain or taken Pri- 
ſoners. And now, having told you what 
your arc to bleſs God for, It me tellyouin 
aword how, and fo conclude. Firlt, 


on the Fifth of November. 27 

'Firſt,, ;[Bleſs' - God'!' for the Deliveranco 
frotii'thts horrible Conſpiracy; and:that fo, 
as yourgrow more and: more inloye with 
the true, ancient, Catholick; and Apoſto- 
lick Faith, repreſented often to youunderthe 
Name: of the Proteſtant Religion; it's not 
cnough to bleſs God with our-Jips, unlefswe 
praiſe. him with our lives; hethat orders his, 
Converſation aright,praiſeth God beſt ; 'and 
you eannot-do 1t better, than by a zealous: 
contending tor the Faith once deliver'd to the 
SarmSerio ri O 3%, oF 53 vo! 203 
. Secondly, So þleſs God,thatevery day you: 
rgw;zate deteſtation and hatred. of + ole 
inci chas allow ſuch bloody Practices : 
If-ihould fay:che Rowmiſh Religion is a Reli- 
gian-wheſe Faith 1s Faction, and whoſe Zeal 
is Rebellion, 'tis no more than may be prov- 
ed. Tis aRcligzon chat depofeth Kings blows 
ypPasliancars, changethGoyernments::Ic's 
an argument; of an;c;ll. Galſe, that muft be 
managed by. blood and treachery':” It's' a 
Religzonithat holds the Pope hath Power 0+ 
ver/ Foreign- Princes; a Religion that ſets 
Kingdom againſt Kingdom; the. Father a+ 
gain{t the Son,and the Son againſtrhe Father. 
Thirdly, So blefs God, as that we yo 


28 A Serftton Preachied - 

God rodehver-us fall fromy all fach bloody 
Attemps and: horrible: Confpiracies: They 
are never weary of plotting muſchret;we have 
freſh and new arguments which tell us whar 
they would have had, and yet deſire: And 
chis late Plot againſt his Majeſty's moſt fa- 
cred Perſon and Government, in many Cir- 
cumftances far exceeding that of thus day, 
ſhould oblige us'to be more conſtant and 
fervent 1n our united Prayers for onr Preſer- 
vation : We muſt either not underſtand, or 
elſe not love the Religion we own and pro- 
feſs ——_ we are not-as diliyent to 
preſerve 1t, as the Enemy 1s to undermme, 
tubyert, and deftroy it. Tak furc the Plal- 
nuft deternunes to practife, what I recom- 
mend to you : Twill call upon the Name of the 
Lord, who is worthy to be praiſed, ſo ſhall T be 
ſaved from my Enemies, Pſal. 18. 3. Let us 
atate this great and good man, a Kingand 
Prophet too, yea let us pray, that as the Ene- 
mies of the Lord and his Church make a pit, and 
dig it, fo they may again fall into the ditch that 
they have made : And to this let all the Peo- 
ple fay, Amen, and Amen. 
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